[Growth factors: a pluripotent and misnamed family].
Growth factors are a family of polypeptides with a major physiological role. They were first described for their mitogenic activity. However, these peptides have a wide spectrum of biological actions which include the regulation of tissue morphology, differentiation, movement and functional activity. They act via an autocrine or paracrine mechanism. They are characterized by their binding to specific receptors at the membrane level. Some of these receptors possess a kinase activity.